


JOHN SHARRAH

The City of Anderson was young when John Sharrah took over

as its first Director of Public Works in 1965. John's emphasis
and that of the City Council led by Mayor Virgil Covington was
on recreation and open space.

Within two years John put Anderson on the map with the beginnings
of the finest park in the North State as he and the council
negotiated the purchase of the DodsonRanch, some 500 acres
bordering the Sacramento River. Using a combination of federal,
state and local funds, John spearheaded the effort to purchase
the park in 1968.

Working with Anderson Rotary Club the first barbecue, Scout Hall,
Gazebo and basketball court were later constructed.

John went on to partner in a premier civil engineering firm
and lend his innovative thought to public policy. His favorite
quotes is: "Anything is possible if you think big enough."

Generations of Anderson residents and visitors will forever
enjoy Anderson River Park because of John Sharrah's foresight.



